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At 11,228 km?2, Jasper is the largest national park in the Canadian Rockies and one of several parks that make up the Rocky
Mountain World Heritage Site. While much of Jasper’s great expanse lies in the deep backcountry, most of its 1,200-plus kilometres
of trails can be easily accessed from paved roads. Some 190 km of the park’s trails can also be found in and around the Jasper
townsite.

Jasper truly has something for every type of non-motorized trail user. The choices on foot range from short, paved trails to dramatic
canyons and groomed cross-country ski tracks to some of the most famous backpacks in Canada. Mountain bikers can spend days
exploring networks of trails, while equestrian enthusiasts can take a day’s or a week’s ride.

Jasper's valleys are long and wide, providing unobstructed, distant views of a panorama of peaks. The forest cover also tends to be
light, frequently giving way to viewpoints overlooking the alpine splendour. The valleys, too, offer substantial rewards: big, glacierfed
lokes and even rare alpine sand dunes.

Jasper has a full range of tourist attractions and services, including two park information centres (Jasper townsite3” and Columbia
Icefield3©), historic sites, museums and accommodations ranging from hostels and campgrounds to world-class resorts. Check
www.jaspercanadianrockies.com (800-473-8135) for more information on events and attractions.

Family walks abound in and around the Town of Jasper (www.jasper-alberta.com). The Jasper Discovery Trail, with lots of
interpretive signage, rings the town, and quiet nearby walks circle the tranquil, turquoise waters of Lake Annette !> (2.4 km,
wheelchair accessible) and Lac Beauvert; the latter passes the famous Jasper Park Lodge®4 and its renowned golf course. The
slightly greater effort of hiking up to the bald summit of Old Fort Point23 (3.5 km return), across the Athabasca River from town, is
amply rewarded by a stunning panorama of the surrounding peaks and valleys.

Just north of town, the long Maligne Valley offers plenty of choices for walkers and hikers. A 2.1km paved trail around Maligne
Canyon % is a magnet for visitors, who gawk from several bridges into the depths of the limestone gorge. Farther up the valley at
Maligne Lake!8 - the largest glacial-fed lake in the Canadian Rockies - options range from the lakeside Mary Schaeffer Loop
(3.2 km return) to stiffer climbs to Bald Hills (10.4 km return) and Opal Hills (8.2 km return) and their superb views over the lake.
Near the park’s northeast boundary, a side road off Highway 16 leads to Miette Hotsprings?!, a perfect place to soak after a fine,
steep hike up Sulphur Skyline (9.6 km return).

The following three multi-day hikes are very popular, so making campsite reservations (780-852-6177) well in advance is
recommended; park wilderness passes are also required for backcountry overnight trips. Because they are in sensitive caribou range,
all three routes prohibit dogs.

The Skyline Trail is justly considered one of Canada's premiere multi-day hikes. For more than half its 45 km length, the route stays
above tree line, offering continuous and varied views over the wild country between Maligne Lake and Maligne Canyon. The
Tonquin Valley (42 km return) is also very popular for its alpine meadows and the sublime Amethyst Lakes, backed by the impressive
long rock wall of the Ramparts. Not far from the Columbia Icefield, the 80 km Brazeau Loop explores tremendously varied, remote
country, much of it in the alpine.

Cross-Country Skiing and Snowshoeing

Jasper has plenty of track-set ski trails, primarily located south of town along or near the forested Highway 93A, which retains its snow
cover well and is largely closed to vehicle traffic in winter (they’re not far from the Marmot Basin!? ski hill). One easy-to-moderate
favourite here is the Athabasca Falls’/Meeting of the Waters Trail (10.5 km), which offers fine views of the Athabasca and
Whirlpool Valleys and their surrounding peaks. For more of a wilderness feel, consider track-set trails to Summit Lakes (5 km) and
Jacques Lake (11 km), reached from the south end of Medicine LakeZ© on the Maligne Valley Road.

Most park trails are excellent for snowshoeing, though snowshoers are asked not to use groomed ski trails.

The winter scenery is superb around Maligne Lake, though there are no track-set trails or directional signs for routes such as the

10.4 km (return) Bald Hills Trail. Alpine areas such as this are critical winter habitat for dwindling herds of mountain caribou; check
at park information centres for restrictions and closures. For avalanche safety information, talk to park staff and check avalanche
bulletins (800-667-1105 or www.avalanche.ca).
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Equestrian

Riders can bring their own horses or hire an ouffitter for both short rides and pack trips into the backcountry. The former should consult
regulations on permitted equestrian areas, horse stabling and holding corrals and, in the backcountry, campsite rules and reservations
and required permits for grazing and overnight stays. To help plan your equestrian trip, go to www.pc.gc.ca/jasper and check
“Horseback Riding” under “Activities”.

Close to town, equestrian riders can enjoy many of the same trails used by cyclists and hikers. Popular short rides explore Maligne
Canyon, four past Lake Annette '° on Trail 4 and, from stables above town, follow a loop along Patricia and Pyramid
Lakes?>.

Popular backcountry rides include guided trips into the Shovel Pass Lodge and the spectacular Tonquin Valley. Longer pack trips can
venture for days along historic exploration routes, often looping into the park from trails originating in such places as the Willmore
Wilderness, to the north.
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The Northern Rockies area is a trail lover's paradise. Several
thousand kilometres of trails crisscross the mountains and
foothills of this expansive region. They range from short
interpretive walks close to major roads to remote week-long
backcountry adventures.

The map area embraces the northeast slopes of Alberta’s
Rocky Mountains, marked on the west by the Continental
Divide separating the province from British Columbia. From this
height of land - featuring some of the Rockies' loftiest, most
glaciated peaks - the terrain tumbles down into broad valleys
cut by the headwaters of big, wild rivers such as the
Athabasca, North Saskatchewan and Smoky. The topography
continues its eastward descent through the front ranges and
into forested slopes of pine, fir and spruce.

The Northern Rockies area is big country, much of it protected
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