
Type of Trail: The trail route uses existing pathways, consisting of a 
combination of road allowances, open countryside, wooded areas, 
bush land, footbridges, gravel roads, secondary roads and railway 
beds. Between Perryvale and Meanook, with the exception of a few 
short link sections, the trail closely follows the Old Landing Trail. 
Trail use is permitted year-round, but be prepared for some boggy 
sections in the spring.  

Historical Perspective:  The Trail follows an important early trading 
and settlement corridor, the historic Athabasca Landing Trail, which 
was the first overland route between Edmonton and the southern 
loop of the Athabasca River.  By the end of 1880, Athabasca Land-
ing had become the central point of transfer for all furs being 
moved along the Athabasca, Peace and Mackenzie River systems, 
and the central distribution point for all goods being shipped to the 
north.  Missionaries soon followed the fur traders, the first being 
the Anglicans (1884), and subsequently the Roman Catholics and 
Methodists.  By 1893 the North West Mounted Police arrived and in 
1898 some 600 gold rush prospectors traveled along the Landing 
Trail journeying north to the gold fields in the Klondike.  Within a 
few short years after the federal government declared the route a 
public right-of-way, homesteaders settled along the trail

Terrain:  At present the trail largely consists of a sand track winding 
through marginal agricultural land. A trail will likely pass through 
several areas that are not accessible to vehicles. The route will be 
easy to traverse in all seasons, 

Access: The trail is accessible in the municipalities of Waugh and 
Tawatinaw and several points along the trail.

Athabasca Landing 
Waugh to Tawatinaw

The Trans Canada Trail in Alberta: Completed Sections

Location: Westlock County - Waugh to 
Tawatinaw

Length: 37 km (23 miles)  

Surface: Natural with some corduroy, 
gravel and dirt

Width: Wide enough to accommodate two 
horse-riders or skiers at all times      

Permitted Uses: Hiking, Walking, Cycling,  
Horse Riding, Dog Sledding Cross Country 
Skiing.

Trail Operator: Landing Trails Committee
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Signage:  Trailheads are located in Athabasca, Colinton 
and Perryvale, with Trans Canada Trail signage in place.  
A Trans Canada Trail Pavilion is located at the Athabasca 
trailhead

Facilities: Washrooms and/or shelters will be available 
at all three trailheads. (Construction will be done over 
the next year.)  Camping is available at the Athabasca 
Municipal campground.  There is a general store in Per-
ryvale and several stores and cafes located in Colinton 
and Athabasca

Points of Interest:  Following the route of the historic 
Athabasca Landing Trail, the trail passes through beauti-
ful, open, rolling countryside and crosses close to the 
shore of a small, pretty, un-named lake, eventually 
skirting around the hamlet of  Meanook to the south-
west side of Colinton.  In doing so it climbs over a steep 
escarpment between the northern river basin (draining 
into the Beaufort Sea and the prairie river basin drain-
ing into Lake Winnipeg and thence into Hudson Bay). 
Crossing the line of the Old Landing Trail it winds its way 
through a wooded area emerging onto the eastern bank 
of the Tawatinaw Creek.  After crossing a footbridge 
(not yet constructed) the trail reaches the southern 
shore of the Athabasca River, adjacent to the town of 
Athabasca campground

Athabasca Landing 
Athabasca to Perryvale
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This map is intended for Trail users as an aid to navigation on their journey. It is
merely a snapshot that represents Trail status to the best of our knowledge

but it may contain errors and omissions. It is the duty of any trail users to verify
actual Trail conditions and to thoroughly plan their trip in advance.

Cette carte est destinée aux utilisateurs du sentier qui désirent avoir une aide
à la navigation lors de leurs randonnées. Elle représente l'état du sentier au

meilleur de nos connaissances mais peut contenir des omissions et des erreurs.
Il est de la responsabilité de l'utilisateur de vérifier les conditions du sentier et 

de bien planifier son voyage au préalable.
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The Trans Canada Trail is the world's longest 
recreational trail. When completed, it will stretch 

23,500 km; linking 3 oceans, 33 million Canadians, 
1000 communities and 600 local trails.

Le sentier Transcanadien est le plus long sentier
récréatif  au monde. Une fois complété, il s'étendra sur 
23 500 km, reliant 3 océans, 33 millions de Canadiens, 

1000 communautés et 600 sentiers locaux.
For more information - Pour plus d'informations : 

visit - visitez www.tctrail.ca
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