. . During the summer Whitecourt hosts national and international jet boat races on the Athabasca River. The Mcleod River has put in and .. s .
F _ A 2
%’b MMA,W W MWCW M[ % C/‘Mw take out access points for river users who enjoy a slow tube ride down the river. Carson Pegasus Provincial Park .ﬂ"

On the Yellowhead Highway midway between Edmonton and Jasper National Park, Edson (www.townofedson.ca 780-723-4918) Located at the junction of the Athabasca and Mcleod Rivers, Whitecourt (www.whitecourt.ca 800-313-7383) is a burgeoning The Whitecourt Forest Interpretive Centre @) was created to show the history and importance of the logging industry to development of
sits on the edge of foothills in the McLeod River Valley. Within the town of 8,400 people, an extensive gravel trail system winds community of 10,000 residents. More than 30 km of paved pathways and gravel trails meander through town, many of them Whitecourt and the surrounding area. The Forest Interpretive Centre is also a year round information centre. Carson-Pegasus Provincial Park is a popular trout fishing spot that also protects mixed wood forests, bogs, marshes and lake
through creek valleys and parks, with a growing section being paved for walkers, cyclists and in line skaters. maintained year round. They range from hilltop rambles to valley bottom walks where many types of birds can be seen and heard, and shorelines. Marking the transition between foothills and boreal forest, these diverse landscapes are home to a variety of mammals and

Thirteen kilometres north of Whitecourt along Highway 32, the Eric S. Huestis Demonstration Forest @) provides information on

link green spaces such as the Centennial Park and Rotary Park, which features a fishing pond, river slides, splash park, playground and
a sustainable forest for wildlife habitat, recreation and resource development. The facility includes a self-guided driving tour, an

picnic areas.

birds, including four species of woodpeckers. The 5.2 km Backcountry Trail loop follows the Mcleod Lake shoreline before
traversing through aspen and spruce woodlands, while the 1.7 km Lakeshore Trail traces the shoreline from a boat launch

Fifteen kilometres northwest of Edson, the Hornbeck Trails are a 37 km system of routes for hikers, cyclists and equestrians in a

setting of mixed wood forests interspersed with muskeg. The area is rich in forest birds such as owls and woodpeckers, and lucky trail interpretive hiking trail and an arboretum.
o P 9 ¥ % P 9 below a campground
users might spy wolves, moose, elk or lynx. In winter, the Muskeg Flyers Nordic Ski Club maintains 30 km of groomed, signed cross Whitecourt bills itself the Snowmobile Capital of Alberta. In Woodlands County (www.woodlands.ab.ca 888-870-6315), 14 km : _ _ ;
country ski trails here, in loops ranging from 1 to 15 km, along with a staging area and warm up hut. The club hosts a popular loppet northwest of Whitecourt, the Eagle River Snowmobile Area features 465 km of maintained trails, a staging/warm up area and a Twenty kilometres southwest of Whitecourt, hiking and walking trails offer breathtaking views of the unique sandstone walls of Hard
each winter. connection with the Trans-Canadian Snowmobile Trail and the 350 km Golden Triangle (www.thegoldentriangle.ca), which links Luck Canyon ). A viewing bridge straddles the f0||s,. which typically a LY the g Visitors can follow a series of stairs and paths
i [ , ) ; Whitecourt, Swan Hills and Fox Creek. A separate, 110 km trail follows the Mcleod River west and then swings south to the Silver to the canyon floor to access Hard Luck Creek. The Whitecourt Sandhills Public Land Use Zone, southeast of Whitecourt,
Farther north of town, the Silver Summit Ski Hill (www.skisilversummit.ca) can also be reached via the Silver Summit Trail, o Summit Ski Hill and, beyond, to near Edson. From January to March, the Whitecourt Trailblazers (http://whitecourttrailblazers.ca) offer provides access for non-motorized activities such as hiking, cross country skiing and horseback riding.
50 km Sno Seekers Snowmobile Club route from the Little Sundance Creek staging area, 20 km west of Edson. A shorter version of newcomers and visitors Sunday rides with club members and on the February Family Day weekend host the Whitecourt Trailblazers _ ; . ' : Carson Pegasus Provinial Park
this snowmobile trail can be accessed from the Grande Prairie Trail, a route that starts from a staging area 13 km north of town. Poker Rally. Northwest of Whitecourt, Fox Creek (www.foxcreek.ca 780'622'.3896) Is @ town ?F 2,300 in a boreal forest wilderness setting
From Silver Summit, a 110 km snowmobile trail heads northeast to Whitecourt. noted for its hunting and lake fishing. Within town, the 8 km Don Nicholson Walking Trail is a scenic stroll following Fox Creek
between the RV campground and the Tourist Information Centre. Just north of Fox Creek, popular losegun Lake features sport fishing, L
Sundance Provincial Park, 60 km northwest of Edson on partially gravel and sometimes rough roads, is one of the most scenic Whitecourt a beach, a short hiking trail along the lake’s edge and a longer route to Inlet Creek. The lake also has a staging area providing access MeLood
areas in the lower foothills, preserving a diverse landscape of old growth spruce and fir forests, spectacular sandstone cliffs, steep to snowmobile trails outside losegun Lake Provincial Recreation Area. o
glacial carved valleys and wetlands. The Sundance Hoodoos, among the most unique sandstone sculptures in Alberta, can be . A"
viewed by hiking the 8 km (one way) Wild Sculpture Trail, which winds through a forested valley and past unusual plant A Nabad s v Rivoifischss The Northland Sno Goers Snowmobile Club grooms some 100 km of trails in the area and operates a clubhouse and five warm up Hand Boat
communities and three lakes. The park also contains Emerson Lakes, a chain of five beautiful, clear lakes. Some 7 km of hiking . — shelters. Fox Creek is also the westernmost point on the Golden Triangle route, connecting it with Whitecourt and Swan Hills.
trails circle three of the lakes and offer a number of scenic viewpoints. Visitors can look for such wildlife species as moose, deer, elk, .
bear and cougar. Sundance also features equestrian trails and off highway vehicle access along two designated corridors. § Whitecou
3 River Slid
g Y AA
With a population of 10,000 people, Hinton (www.hinton.ca 877-446-8666) is the Gateway to the Rockies, with a multitude of = ReEg Fe K \{ﬁ = S e
trails within and just outside its boundaries. In town, more than 20 km of walking and cycling trails lead through lush forests, past Pavilion | Jﬁ % oy S eteod
creeks and lakes and to viewpoints of mountains. The 3 km Beaver Boardwalk (www.beaverboardwalk.ca), the longest of its e \f % 3 Lake
kind in Canada, meanders through beaver habitat and offers great bird and wildlife watching. @rﬂ_éu — 71 I , z
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bike trails, each with a technical rating. Hinton is also the starting point for the annual MS Mountain Bike Tour, a highly successful two J RSN % @
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William A. Switzer Provincial Park (www.tpr.alberta.ca/parks/switzer/index.asp) is set in rolling foothills 25 km northwest of Lake Swartz 2 @ @ \Q‘
Hinton. A park highlight is the Athabasca Lookout Nordic Centre, one of the finest cross country ski facilities in Alberta, with VP - o -~ h:A
35 km of hilly, forested trails and including a biathlon range, warm up shelters and a natural luge track. In summer, these trails are Lake }7 =
used for biking and hiking. u\ \
A variety of park trails are situated on the east side of Highway 40. From the Gregg Lake Campground, visitors can hike or bike the A aliackiLop }_Lj S
4 km Gregg Lake loop through rolling mixed forest or take the 3.5 km Kettle loop and walk on a glacial esker and view a kettle \E =1 L +8
lake. On the nearby Beaver Ranch Trail (1.5 km loop), they can discover a historic beaver ranching site and hike along ,l\/l/ 3
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Graveyard Lake to a viewpoint overlooking a wetland. The 2.5 km Friendly Vistas Trail (wheelchair accessible) follows the Lake O ) a
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Twenty four kilometres north of Hinton, the Spruce Management Trails feature 18 km of looped cross country ski trails on a @m\: \¥ﬁ [
height of land overlooking two valleys. The ski trails are maintained by Friends of Camp 29, named in honour of an old logging 3 L °
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